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of access and affordability, our bill re-
quires an annual report to Congress on 
how federal programs are responding to 
improve the health status of Hispanic 
individuals with respect to diabetes, 
cancer, asthma, HIV infection, AIDS, 
substance abuse, and mental health. 
The bill provides $100 million for tar-
geted diabetes prevention, education, 
school-based programs, and screening 
activities in the Hispanic community. 

In addition, the legislation specifi-
cally addresses the problems facing 
communities along the U.S.-Mexico 
border, a 2,000-mile stretch of land that 
contains 11 million people, 5 of the 7 
poorest metropolitan statistical areas 
in the country, and disease rates in 
some areas that are extraordinary. If 
the region were a state, the border 
would rank 1st in the number of unin-
sured, last in terms of per capita in-
come, and 1st in a number of diseases. 

As Dr. Francisco Cigarroa, president 
of the University of Texas Health 
Sciences Center at San Antonio, noted 
in testimony at the hearing last year 
on Hispanic health, ‘‘Germs respect no 
INS regulations. We truly must work 
with our neighbors to the South if we 
are to avoid a major influx of new con-
ditions and diseases. It can be seen so 
clearly on a map. Just as there are ‘riv-
ers of commerce’ there are ‘rivers of in-
fectious disease’ and though they may 
start at the Border, they are eventu-
ally seen all the way to the northern 
Border that we share with Canada.’’

In response, the bill provides $200 
million to border communities to im-
prove health services and infrastruc-
ture along the U.S.-Mexico border. 

The numbers I have cited thus far in-
dicate what we do know. Almost as 
much of a concern is what we do not 
know with respect to the status of His-
panic health in this Nation. According 
to one study, only 22 percent of all ar-
ticles published in major medical jour-
nals included non-English-speaking pa-
tients. 

The bill provides funding to do addi-
tional research and work on reducing 
health disparities in this Nation. The 
various provisions include efforts to 
improve the recruitment and retention 
of Hispanic health professionals and 
programs that support training health 
professionals who can provide cul-
turally competent and linguistically 
appropriate care. With respect to train-
ing more minority health profes-
sionals, Dr. Cigarroa said at last year’s 
hearing, ‘‘We should do this because it 
is the smart thing to do. If we fail to 
take steps to address the gap between 
the health of the majority population 
and the health of the Nation’s rapidly 
growing minority populations, we are 
on a court leading to a collision. We 
are far too great a nation to allow this 
to happen.’’

Representative CIRO RODRIGUEZ, 
chairman of the Congressional His-
panic Caucus, and I, have worked to-
gether on this legislation to respond to 
the challenge before us with regard to 
coverage, access, and health disparities 

in the last Congress and have reintro-
duced the bill with the hope to move it 
forward this year. 

Before closing, it should be noted 
that while the legislation puts forth a 
number of initiatives to address what 
are disproportionately Hispanic prob-
lems, each section of the bill, including 
those to reduce the number of unin-
sured and to improve access to care, 
would improve the overall health of 
our entire Nation regardless of race or 
ethnicity. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
text of the bill be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the bill was 
ordered to be printed in the RECORD, as 
follows: 

(The bill was not available at time of 
printing.)
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 154—EX-
PRESSING THE SUPPORT OF THE 
SENATE OF UNITED STATES EF-
FORTS IN THE WORLD TRADE 
ORGANIZATION TO END THE UN-
WARRANTED MORATORIUM IM-
POSED BY THE EUROPEAN 
UNION ON THE APPROVAL OF 
AGRICULTURAL BIOTECHNOLOGY 
PRODUCTS 

Mr. TALENT (for himself, Mrs. LIN-
COLN, Mr. BOND, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. BAU-
CUS, Mr. BUNNING, and Mr. ROBERTS) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 154

Whereas agricultural biotechnology is sub-
ject to the strictest Federal review in the 
United States, based on sound science, by 
the Department of Agriculture, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency, and the Food and 
Drug Administration prior to planting and 
human consumption; 

Whereas agricultural biotechnology has 
made considerable contributions to the pro-
tection of the environment by creating an 
environment more hospitable to wildlife and 
reducing the application of pesticides by 
46,000,000 pounds in 2001 alone; 

Whereas agricultural biotechnology holds 
tremendous promise for greatly increasing 
the world’s supply of nutritious and whole-
some foods which will improve the quality of 
life and health in the developing world; 

Whereas there is objective and experience-
based consensus in the international sci-
entific community, including the National 
Academy of Sciences, the American Medical 
Association, the Royal Society of London, 
the French Academy of Medicine, the French 
Academy of Sciences, the Brazilian Academy 
of Sciences, the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences, the Indian National Science Acad-
emy, and the Mexican Academy of Science, 
that agricultural biotechnology is safe; 

Whereas policy decisions regarding agri-
cultural biotechnology in the European 
Union are being driven by politics and not by 
sound science; 

Whereas since the late 1990s, the European 
Union has pursued policies that shelter its 
markets from competition by opposing the 
use of agricultural biotechnology; 

Whereas agricultural biotechnology poli-
cies of the European Union have frustrated 
the development of modern scientific tools 

and plant technology that could expand the 
production of indigenous food products by 
addressing problems related to local pests, 
weather conditions, and vitamin defi-
ciencies; 

Whereas since its implementation in Octo-
ber 1998, the moratorium has blocked more 
than $300,000,000 annually in United States 
corn exports to countries in the European 
Union; 

Whereas the European Union’s unjustified 
moratorium on agricultural biotechnology 
approvals has ramifications far beyond the 
United States and Europe, forcing a slow-
down in the adoption and acceptance of bene-
ficial biotechnology to the detriment of 
farmers and consumers around the world, 
and especially to starving people in the de-
veloping world; 

Whereas in the fall of 2002, famine-stricken 
African countries rejected healthy, whole-
some, United States humanitarian offers of 
food aid because of ill-informed health and 
environmental concerns and fears that fu-
ture exports to Europe would be jeopardized; 
and 

Whereas the 5-year moratorium on the ap-
proval of new agricultural biotechnology 
products entering the European market is 
not science based, effectively prohibits most 
United States corn exports to Europe, vio-
lates European Union law, and clearly 
breaches the rules of the World Trade Orga-
nization: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate supports and ap-
plauds the efforts of the Administration on 
behalf of the Nation’s farmers challenging 
the long-standing, unwarranted moratorium 
imposed by the European Union on the ap-
proval of agricultural biotechnology prod-
ucts and encourages the President to con-
tinue to press this issue at the G–8 Summit 
in Evian, France, on June 1 through 3, 2003.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 155—PRO-
TECTING SOCIAL SECURITY 
BENEFICIARIES FROM COLA 
CUTS 
Mr. SPECTER (for himself, Ms. COL-

LINS, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. 
ALLARD, Mr. ALLEN, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. 
BAYH, Mr. BENNETT, Mr. BIDEN, Mr. 
BINGAMAN, Mr. BOND, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. 
BREAUX, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr. BUNNING, 
Mr. BURNS, Mr. BYRD, Mr. CAMPBELL, 
Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. CARPER, Mr. 
CHAFEE, Mr. CHAMBLISS, Mrs. CLINTON, 
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. COLEMAN, Mr. 
CONRAD, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. CORZINE, Mr. 
CRAIG, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. DASCHLE, Mr. 
DAYTON, Mr. DEWINE, Mr. DODD, Mrs. 
DOLE, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. DORGAN, Mr. 
DURBIN, Mr. EDWARDS, Mr. ENSIGN, Mr. 
ENZI, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, 
Mr. FITZGERALD, Mr. FRIST, Mr. 
GRAHAM of Florida, Mr. GRAHAM of 
South Carolina, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mr. 
GREGG, Mr. HAGEL, Mr. HARKIN, Mr. 
HATCH, Mr. HOLLINGS, Mrs. HUTCHISON, 
Mr. INHOFE, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. JEFFORDS, 
Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KERRY, 
Mr. KOHL, Mr. KYL, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. 
LAUTENBERG, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LEVIN, 
Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mrs. LINCOLN, Mr. 
LOTT, Mr. LUGAR, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. 
MCCONNELL, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. MILLER, 
Ms. MURKOWSKI, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. 
NELSON of Florida, Mr. NELSON of Ne-
braska, Mr. NICKLES, Mr. PRYOR, Mr. 
REED, Mr. REID, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. 
ROCKEFELLER, Mr. SANTORUM, Mr. SAR-
BANES, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. SESSIONS, Mr. 
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SHELBY, Mr. SMITH, Ms. SNOWE, Ms. 
STABENOW, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. SUNUNU, 
Mr. TALENT, Mr. THOMAS, Mr. 
VOINOVICH, Mr. WARNER, and Mr. 
WYDEN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to:

Resolved, That the Senate finds that: 
(1) Social Security provides a relatively 

modest insurance benefit for seniors—many 
of whom rely on Social Security for part or 
all of their monthly income. Without Social 
Security, forty, forty eight percent of bene-
ficiaries would be in poverty today. 

(2) In order to protect benefit levels 
against inflation, Social Security bene-
ficiaries receive an annual cost-of-living ad-
justment (COLA) based on Consumer Price 
Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical 
Workers (CPI–W). 

(3) The January 2003 COLA provided only a 
1.4 percent increase in Social Security bene-
fits, increasing the average monthly benefit 
for all retired workers by only $13 (from $882 
to 895). 

(4) Annual growth in Medicare premiums 
and out-of-pocket health care costs for re-
tired individuals on fixed incomes far exceed-
ed the small COLA increases provided to So-
cial Security beneficiaries. 

(5) Reducing COLAs will disproportion-
ately harm low-income Social Security bene-
ficiaries and push millions of seniors into 
poverty. 
SEC. 2. 

Sense of the Senate. It is the sense of the 
Senate that Social Security cost-of-living 
adjustments should not be reduced.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 156—TO AU-
THORIZE REPRESENTATION BY 
THE SENATE LEGAL COUNSEL IN 
THE CASE OF JUDICIAL WATCH, 
INC. V. UNITED STATES, ET AL 

Mr. FRIST (for himself and Mr. 
DASCHLE) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 156
Whereas, the United States Senate, Emily 

J. Reynolds, Secretary of the Senate, and 
William H. Pickle, Senate Sergeant at Arms, 
have been named as defendants in the case of 
Judicial Watch, Inc. v. United States Senate, et 
al., No. 1:03CV01066, now pending in the 
United States District Court for the District 
of Columbia; 

Whereas, pursuant to sections 703(a) and 
704(a)(1) of the Ethics in Government Act of 
1978, 2 U.S.C. §§ 288b(a) and 288(a)(1), the Sen-
ate may direct its counsel to defend the Sen-
ate and officers of the Senate in civil actions 
relating to their official responsibilities: 
Now therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate Legal Counsel is 
authorized to represent the United States 
Senate, Emily J. Reynolds, Secretary of the 
Senate, and William H. Pickle, Senate Ser-
geant at Arms, in the case of Judicial Watch, 
Inc. v. United States Senate, et al.
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SENATE RESOLUTION 157—TO AU-
THORIZE THE PRINTING OF THE 
PRAYERS OF REVEREND LLOYD 
JOHN OGILVIE 

Mr. LOTT submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Rules and Administra-
tion: 

S. RES. 157
Resolved, 

SECTION 1. AUTHORIZATION OF PRINTING. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—There shall be printed 

with an appropriate illustration as a Senate 
document, the prayers by the Reverend 
Lloyd John Ogilvie, Doctor of Divinity, the 
Chaplain of the Senate, at the opening of the 
daily sessions of the Senate during the One 
Hundred and Fifth Congress, One Hundred 
and Sixth Congress, One Hundred and Sev-
enth Congress, and One Hundred and Eighth 
Congress, together with any other prayers 
offered by him during that period in his offi-
cial capacity as Chaplain of the Senate. 

(b) ADDITIONAL COPIES.—There shall be 
printed such additional copies not to exceed 
$3,000 in cost of such documents for the use 
of the Joint Committee on Printing. 
SEC. 2. OVERSIGHT OF PRINTING. 

The copy of the document authorized 
under section 1 shall be prepared under the 
direction of the Joint Committee on Print-
ing. 
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SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 47—RECOGNIZING THE OUT-
STANDING EFFORTS OF THE IN-
DIVIDUALS AND COMMUNITIES 
WHO VOLUNTEERED OR DO-
NATED ITEMS TO THE NORTH 
PLATTE CANTEEN IN NORTH 
PLATTE, NEBRASKA, DURING 
WORLD WAR II FROM DECEMBER 
25, 1941, TO APRIL 1, 1946
Mr. HAGEL (for himself and Mr. NEL-

SON of Nebraska) submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary: 

S. CON. RES. 47
Whereas, at the beginning of World War II, 

residents of North Platte, Nebraska, received 
information that members of the Nebraska 
National Guard from the North Platte area 
would be traveling through the community 
of North Platte on a troop train en route to 
the west coast; 

Whereas residents of the North Platte com-
munity met the troop train with food and 
other gifts for the troops when the train ar-
rived at the Union Pacific train station on 
December 17, 1941; 

Whereas, although the troop train carried 
young men from Kansas instead of members 
of the Nebraska National Guard, the resi-
dents of North Platte presented the young 
men from Kansas with the food and other 
items that were donated; 

Whereas Rae Wilson, of North Platte, pro-
posed to her community the idea of estab-
lishing the North Platte Canteen so that 
residents could greet every troop train that 
traveled through North Platte and provide 
the military troops en route to serving their 
country in World War II with comforts from 
home; 

Whereas, on December 25, 1941, the North 
Platte Canteen began serving food and other 
items to the United States military troops 
traveling across the United States to either 
the east or west coast before being shipped 
overseas; 

Whereas, during World War II, the North 
Platte Canteen greeted and served food to 
approximately 6,000,000 men and women from 
every State in the Union; 

Whereas individuals from 125 communities 
in Nebraska, Colorado, and Kansas donated 
food and volunteered at the North Platte 
Canteen during the approximately 5-year pe-
riod in which it operated; 

Whereas the North Platte Canteen oper-
ated strictly with volunteers from local com-
munities, organizations, churches, schools, 
and other groups, and without any Federal 
assistance; 

Whereas the North Platte Canteen received 
$137,000 in cash contributions from benefit 
dances, scrap-metal drives, school victory 
clubs, donation cans in local businesses, and 
relatives of servicemembers who traveled 
through the Canteen to help maintain the 
Canteen’s operations for about 5 years; 

Whereas the North Platte Canteen served 
each month about 40,000 homemade cookies, 
30,000 hard-boiled eggs, 6,500 doughnuts, 4,000 
loaves of bread, 3,000 pounds of meat, 450 
pounds of cheese, 60 quarts of peanut butter, 
1,350 pounds of coffee, 1,200 quarts of cream, 
750 dozen rolls, and 600 birthday cakes; and 

Whereas the North Platte Canteen was 
honored by the United States Army with the 
presentation of the Meritorious Wartime 
Service Award by the Secretary of War: Now, 
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) recognizes the outstanding efforts of 
the individuals and communities involved 
with the North Platte Canteen to dispense 
food and good cheer to the approximately 
6,000,000 members of the United States 
Armed Forces who traveled on troop trains 
through North Platte, Nebraska, from De-
cember 25, 1941, through April 1, 1946, during 
World War II; and 

(2) requests the President to issue a procla-
mation recognizing the heroic efforts of 
those patriotic Americans who made enor-
mous sacrifices to make the North Platte 
Canteen a successful expression of the 
warmth and caring of home for soldiers, sail-
ors, airmen, and Marines of our Nation mak-
ing their way to war.

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED & 
PROPOSED 

SA 832. Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mrs. 
CLINTON, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
REED, Mr. DAYTON, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. 
DASCHLE, and Mr. REID) submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the joint resolution H.J. Res. 51, increas-
ing the statutory limit on the public debt. 

SA 833. Mr. BAUCUS proposed an amend-
ment to the joint resolution H.J. Res. 51, 
supra. 

SA 834. Mr. DASCHLE proposed an amend-
ment to the joint resolution H.J. Res. 51, 
supra. 

SA 835. Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself, Mr. 
CARPER, Ms. CANTWELL, and Mrs. FEINSTEIN) 
proposed an amendment to the joint resolu-
tion H.J. Res. 51, supra. 

SA 836. Mr. HOLLINGS proposed an amend-
ment to the joint resolution H.J. Res. 51, 
supra. 

SA 837. Mr. DORGAN proposed an amend-
ment to the joint resolution H.J. Res. 51, 
supra. 

SA 838. Mr. HARKIN proposed an amend-
ment to the joint resolution H.J. Res. 51, 
supra. 

SA 839. Mr. DURBIN proposed an amend-
ment to the joint resolution H.J. Res. 51, 
supra.

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 832. Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, 
Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. DUR-
BIN, Mr. REED, Mr. DAYTON, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. DASCHLE, and Mr. REID) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be 
proposed by him to the joint resolution 
H.J. Res. 51, increasing the statutory 
limit on the public debt; as follows:

At the end add the following: 
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